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MARCH 2015
NEWSLETTER

Dear Friends and Fellow 
Stitchers,
Where did January, February, 
and, now March go?  A belated 
very happy New Year! 

 Christmas and New 
Year were spent between 
England and Ireland, where 
Kevin and I introduced Ryan to 
all the family.  We had a 
wonderful time on this trip and I 
took a break from anything 
embroidery related, and didn’t 
even buy many new books for 
the library. 

 I write this letter only hours 
before flying back to the UK 
with Ryan for my sister Sarah’s 

wedding.  This time I will fit 
plenty of embroidery, including 
stitching several things for the 
wedding.   I am planning to 
attend two local exhibitions in 
East Anglia (where I am from).  

The first is in February at Ely 
Cathedral in Cambridgeshire.  
“For Worship and Glory” is a 
u n i q u e e x h i b i t i o n o f 
Ecclesiastical Embroidery from 
the collections of the Royal 
School of Needlework and Ely 
Cathedral.  The other exhibition 
is “Calm During the Storm: 
Wartime and Embroidery” at 
the Museum of East Anglican 
L i f e ,  A b b o t s H a l l i n 

Stowmarket (17January – 28 
June 2015). I will report back 
on these two exhibitions  and 
more in my next letter. 
Online information at:
(www.eastanglianlife.org.uk/
whats-on/2015/01/17/calm-
during-the-storm-wartime-and-
embroidery.html)
With that I bid you farewell until 
next time.
Lucy 
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Blackwork Embroidery Gallery 4
 
RSN News 5

Upcoming Events 6
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at TNNA Ohio
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 Lots to Share...
Local Art Scene of Interest

14 March- 19 July 2015
Legion of Honor Museum in San 

Francisco, CA
 The Brooklyn Costume Collection 
will be on display featuring 60 haute 

couture dresses, 30 
accesso r i es , and 
numerous fashion 
sketches ranging from 
1910’s-1980’s. This is 
an exclusive West 
Coast event.
Pictured is Sally  Victor’s 

Matisse Hat 1962 Wool and straw

For ticket pricing see online at:
https://legionofhonor.famsf.org/
highstyle/tickets
While at the museum perhaps see the 
current exhibit of Tapestries and Armor 
until 28 Jun 2015 in Gallery 1. There 
are 3 tapestries woven in Brussels in 
the 1500‘s The Triumph of the Seven 
Virtues. These three tapestries depict 
the Cardinal Virtues featuring Justice, 
Prudence, Fortitude, and Temperance. 

For online museum viewing enjoy 
Australia’s NGV “Exquisite Threads; 
English Embroidery 1600s-1900s”  at:
https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/exhibition/
e x q u i s i t e - t h r e a d s - e n g l i s h -
embroidery-1600s-1900s/

Stitch-Ins
Stitch-ins are generally held monthly. 
Please see the calendar attached to 
the announcements for future dates. 
An e-mail announcement goes out the 
weekend before the event. Free social 
event. Free parking.

News!
  Online Stitching Tutorial
If you do not get a chance to see Sarah 
Homfray in person when she comes to 
California this year to teach, You can 
see her at work in her on-line tutorial 
Goldwork videos. Please take a 
moment to watch them on youTube. 
Sarah also has tutorials on wrapping a 
frame, and showing a traditional 
method of transferring a design onto 
fabric using  ‘prick and pounce’. 
www.sarahhomfray.com/howto.html
 
Spin Cycle Yarns and Simon Barry’s 
Knitting Pattern Book

Stitches West 2015 was a wonderful 
wonderland of fibers, notions, goodies, 
and great personalities and minds 
behind so many of the hand crafting 
products being made today. 
There is so much to see and enjoy, and 
this year it was a bonus as Friday one 
could watch the NHL Hockey Practice 
before the big game in the new arena 
on Saturday. Another big bonus was to 
meet Simone Barry and get a copy of 
her book “In the Woods” featuring 
Spincycle yarns. The book is another 
new addition to the ever growing 
library.

Extra Bits...
We are looking to update our contact 
f i les, i f  anyone has new e-mai l 
addresses,  phone numbers or address 
they  which to change on our records 
please let us now via e-mail. Remember, 
we do not sell or share our mailing list. 
Thank you
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Sarah Homfray’s 
website:

sarahhomfray.com

Learning Zone
Shop

Community

Looking for Stranded Wool?
Luv2Stitch has expanded their 

Vineyard Merino Wool section. Two 
sizes to choose from in a variety of 
colours and see the Vineyard silks 

on the opposite wall. 
Luv2Stitch.com

715 Bermuda St

San Mateo, CA

650.571.999

Some videos 
are short with 

music and 
captioned 

instructions, 
others are 
longer with 

Sarah’s voice 
guiding the 

process.

Multi Stranded $4.65
Wool Perle $4.55



Helpful Donations 
for Half Moon Bay 
Young Students:
1. Bright Colours of Perle #5
Not needed: #3 nor light colours 
like grey, ecru or white as they 
do not show up well  and the 
only fabric colour is white. The 
kids are not quite ready for 
whitework!

2. 8  or 11 count aida

3. Beads
Any beads that will  allow a #20 
needle to pass through the 
hole.

4. Felt

5. Narrow RIbbons

6. Metallic Threads
Fyreworks are great, or any 
other thread that does not have 
to be split.

Donat ions can be lef t at 
Forever Embroidery Studio or 
will  be coordinated by Anna 
Davidson. Anna is now teaching 
embroidery to over 120 school 
kids!
2130 St Andrews Road
Half Moon Bay, Ca 94019
650.726.1312

Family Inspiration
In my last letter I talked about remembering as a child my mother stitching a 
Victorian scene of little girls in tide pools at the seaside.  This  was one of  the 
inspirations for me getting into what I do now.   Let me now  introduce you to 
my mother, Ann, known to all as Maureen.  She was the inspiration for my 
apprentice Blackwork project with the RSN.  My father while at university 
where he and my mother met had taken the photograph I used.   Tiny 
geometric patterns have been stitched in four different thicknesses of thread 
to shade this portrait. There are no lines traced onto the linen; they are 
tacked on first, through tissue paper, which is then torn away.  The patterns 
are worked up to the tacking line, and when the tacking is removed, you get 
a clean and subtle line, without having to rely on outline stitches.  The 
threads used are cotton Broder, stranded cotton floss, machine thread and 
very  fine gossamer silk. At the time of  completing this embroidery, my 
grandmother had dementia and did not know  who was who standing in front 
of  her, yet she knew  this portrait was of  my mother and not my mother’s 
identical twin!

Embroideries by 
Anna 

Davidson’s 
home school 
kids she is 
teaching...

The Work of Young Stitchers...

Anna Davidson is working week in and out teaching 
over 120 school kids how  to embroider. It fosters 
creativity, focus, community, and so much more. 
Here are some of her kids recent work. 
Anna has opened an Etsy shop to help fundraise 
for her program.  If  you can not join one of  her 
upcoming summer camps, you can support with a 
donation or getting a kit from her Etsy Shop:

https://www.etsy.com/shop/CrosswiseDesigns?
ref=listing-shop-header-item-count

Mushrooms by Sophie Mateja

Butterfly by Cambria Bartlett
Minecraft by Elijah Bartlett

https://www.etsy.com/listing/207444224/learn-to-embroider-beginners-kit-cross?ref=sc_3&plkey=d3e80eaff0d3ffafd9111da9126e1dfe31d15255%3A207444224&ga_search_query=cross+stitch+crab&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery
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Aimée at the finish line!

Lighthouse by Helen Dolph               Butterfly by Kelly Stenmark  
   Salmon by Judy Mazey        Dragonfly by Marsh Cannon

Mr. Pepper (Dog) 
by Sandie Force

Leo Panthera by Dr. Jessica Grimm

Blackwork 
Embroidery



Update for the RSN San Francisco 
Satellite Spring 2015

Sarah Homfray will  join RSN tutor 
Jacqui  McDonald, and me at the Hyatt 
Regency in Burlingame this April  for 
the RSN on the Certificate and 
Diploma courses followed by the final 
day classes to be offered by the RSN 
from the San Francisco Satellite. This 
will  be my last time teaching for the 
RSN.   After seven years organizing 
and running the RSN events in the 
US,  I am moving on to work on some 
new projects...
I wi l l make announcements of 
developments in future newsletters.

Fall 2015 SF Information

The RSN will  be hosting its final Fall 
Intensive at the Hyatt in Burlingame 
taking place 9-19 November 2015. 
Currently the advertised 12 slots are 
sold out. Please contact RSN 
Headquarters with any questions for 
this event. 

FINAL RSN SF DAY CLASSES

NO DAY CLASSES ARE 

PLANNED FOR NOVEMBER 2015

2 Day Goldwork Class with Jacqui 
McDonald. Sunday and Monday 

19 & 20 April 2015   £205 

Thanks for the laughs

and the memories....

RSN
Fall Day 
Classes
Day  Classes take 
place at the Hyatt 
R e g e n c y  i n 
Burlingame, CA from 
10am - 4pm. Course 
fee is £105.

Please note the RSN 
cance l l a t i on po l i cy 
online Retail Terms & 
Conditions: £25 not 
refunded if your space 
is filled, no refund if the 
space is not filled and 
£25 administrative fee 
f o r a t r a n s f e r r e d 
booking.

Design Your 
Sampler

Introduction to 
Crewelwork

Introduction 
Modern Sampler 
Stitch Marking

Hardanger
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place at the Hyatt 
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fee is £105.
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booking.

Join Sarah Homfray 
for this one day  class 
t o l e a r n a b o u t 
traditional samplers 
and design your own 
sampler. 

Join Annalee Levin 
for a one day  class 
learning textured 
stitches in making 
this  mythical modern 
flower. 

Join Annalee Levin 
for this one day  class 
where you paint your 
fabric  and mark with 
stitches for a modern 
sampler. 

Join Annalee Levin 
for a one day class 
using 18ct fabric and 
drawn stitches and 
hemming options.

http://www.royal-needlework.org.uk/content/1166/

Congratulations to Certificate 
Students Spring 2015!

Sandie  Force - Diploma

Sarah Halsey - Certificate 

Ellice Sperber - Diploma

Sold Out

Sold Out

http://www.royal-needlework.org.uk/news/story/97/day-classes-in-san-francisco-31-oct-3-nov-2013
http://www.royal-needlework.org.uk/news/story/97/day-classes-in-san-francisco-31-oct-3-nov-2013


Filoli 2015

Currently there are 
several classes and 
workshops planned to 
be held at Filoli in 
2015.  

For further details; 
class dates, times, 
course fees, and to 
enroll, go online at:

h t t p : / / f i l o l i . o r g /
e d u c a t i o n / a d u l t -
programs/decorative-
art.html

Introduction to 
Embroidery Design I Crewelwork Introduction to 

Embroidery Design IIFiloli 2015

Currently there are 
several classes and 
workshops planned to 
be held at Filoli in 
2015.  

For further details; 
class dates, times, 
course fees, and to 
enroll, go online at:

h t t p : / / f i l o l i . o r g /
e d u c a t i o n / a d u l t -
programs/decorative-
art.html

Crewelwork

Filoli 2015

Currently there are 
several classes and 
workshops planned to 
be held at Filoli in 
2015.  

For further details; 
class dates, times, 
course fees, and to 
enroll, go online at:

h t t p : / / f i l o l i . o r g /
e d u c a t i o n / a d u l t -
programs/decorative-
art.html

2 Introduction to 
Embroidery classes 
with different designs

Whitework techniques of 
Pulled and Cutwork

Filoli 2015

Currently there are 
several classes and 
workshops planned to 
be held at Filoli in 
2015.  

For further details; 
class dates, times, 
course fees, and to 
enroll, go online at:

h t t p : / / f i l o l i . o r g /
e d u c a t i o n / a d u l t -
programs/decorative-
art.html

Learn 8 stitches using 4 
different threads, cotton, 
wool, silk, and metal on 
a linen fabric.

Using organic  Scottish 
Linen twill and Appleton 
Crewel Wool, learn a 
t r a d i t i o n a l  f o r m o f 
decorative embroidery. 

Learn 8 different stitches  
from design I using 4 
different threads, cotton, 
wool, silk, and metal  on a 
linen fabric. 

FES In SoCal
EMBROIDERY RETREAT

ABOARD THE QUEEN MARY

Over Christmas I met up with my 
friend Sarah Homfray, author of 
the RSN Essential Stitch Guide - 
Silk Shading. We got together to 
plan the Forever Embroidery 
Studio Retreat to be held the week 
of 21st - 27th September 2015 
aboard the Queen Mary, in Long 
Beach, California.   Sarah and I 
will teach a couple of  classes 
focusing on design, and help 
creating individual works inspired 
by the ship and its artwork.  My 
colleague, Annalee Levin who will 
concentrate on day classes, will 
join us. Special guest speaker 
Lynn Hulse will also be aboard 
and will present a couple of 
lectures.

Forever Embroidery Studio is 
working on a website to make 
booking for these classes easier 
for you all. The website launch is 
planned for early April.

It is hoped that this event will be 
the first of  many retreats across 
the US and eventually the UK.

EVENT OUTLINE

21-27 SEPTEMBER 2015

• Mon 21- Thur 24 4-Day workshop 
with Sarah & Lucy Queen Mary 
Design Inspiration Project

• Mon 21 Blackwork with Colour by 
Annalee Levin

• Tue 22- Wed 23 Contemporary 
Embroidery Class with Annalee 
Levin

• Wed 23 Special Evening Event

• Thur 24 Stitched Portrait workshop 
with Annalee Levin

• Fri 25- Sun 27 3-Day Drawnthread 
Whitework workshop with Sarah & 
Lucy

• Fri 25 Queen Mary Embroidered 
Postcard with Annalee Levin

• Sat 26 Lecture with Lynn Hulse

• Sat 26- Sun 27 Art Deco Necklace 
with Annalee Levin

Lucy aboard the Queen Mary in 2012

Drawnthread Whitework on Canvas!

25-27 Sept 2015
Learn drawn thread on the ease of 
canvas. Learn the basics of knotted 
and woven thread, ribbon, and 
beaded variations and then make the 
design your own with the help of 
Sarah & Lucy and your needlepoint 
stitches. 



Meet Lucy... 
Lucy i s commi t ted to the 

preservation and time honoured 
t echn iques i nvo l ved i n hand 
embroidery. Lucy runs the RSN's 
courses in San Francisco throughout 
the year from her studio and in 
Burlingame for two intensive sessions 
each year. In addition to her RSN 
i n v o l v e m e n t s , h e r F o r e v e r 
Embroidery Studio is involved with 
Filoli, and travels around the world to 
give private instructions and lectures. 

To learn more about Lucy and her 
work please view the interview done 
by LightSourceSF:

http://lightsource-sf.com/blog/
2012/9/5/introducing-lucy-barter-
lightsource-artist-of-the-month.html

Forever Embroidery Studio also 
accepts commissions, and offers 
conse rva t i on and res to ra t i on 
services.  For more information 
contact lucy@forever-emb.com
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FNCSPJEFSZ!
TUVEJP
LUCY@FOREVER-EMB.COM
415.871.6202
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Spincycle has new yarns- including new 
weights, new colourways, as well of the 
things we have come to love from them, 

and limited availability of “Bling & 
Micellany”. More details at:

http://spincycleyarns.com/
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